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The economy based on private consumption  
 



Global Human Ecological Footprint 
Number of Earths used by humanity  

Wackernagel et al. (2002) Tracking the 

ecological overshoot of the human economy.  

Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci.,  99(14): 9266-9271.   

Updated at: 

http://www.footprintnetwork.org 



Technology alone cannot solve the 
ecological impact of mass 

consumption 
 

• Huge investments 

• Reductions not large enough 

• Renewables require energy, materials, water 

• What about water shortage, minerals, soil 
erosion? 

• Rebound effect  



LED dress 



 



Demand must go Down 



Consumer Society is a 

Deliberate Construct, 

 

Since end of WW II 



World War II: U.S. Savings Bonds Encourage 

Small Saving 

 





 

The American Dream 



  

“Our enormously productive economy 
demands that we make consumption our 
way of life, ….that we convert the buying and 
use of goods into rituals, that we seek our 
spiritual satisfaction and our ego satisfaction 
in consumption. 

We need things consumed, burned-up, worn-
out, replaced and discarded at an ever 
increasing rate” 

Victor Lebow, Journal of Retailing 1955  

 





 



The Dream House 

1950 and 2014 





Pp 23 





Are you very happy? 

United States 

GDP: BEA; Wellbeing: GSS 



Life Satisfaction in China 

Easterlin, R. et al. (2012) China’s life satisfaction, 1990–2010.  PNAS, www.pnas.org/cgi/doi/10.1073/pnas.1205672109 
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U.S. Consumer Society in 2013 

 





We should focus on increasing  
well-being,  

Not on growing the economy 
 
 

Objective well-being 
Subjective well-being 





Subjective well-being 

A sense of a meaningful and fulfilling life 



Signs of change in US 



 



• cities 

Nielsen News: Millennials Prefer Cities to Suburbs, 
Subways to Driveways Consumer |  03-04-2014 



New Driver licenses 1960-2011 



 


